University of Memphis

University of Memphis Digital Commons
Other documents

Vertical files

2021

Peace Officer, Memphis, 1936

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-mss-verticalfiles7

Recommended Citation
"Peace Officer, Memphis, 1936" (2021). Other documents. 130.
https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-mss-verticalfiles7/130

This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Vertical files at University of Memphis Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Other documents by an authorized administrator of University of
Memphis Digital Commons. For more information, please contact khggerty@memphis.edu.

has the full support of ail law-abiding citizens

THE WORLD'S

Best Wishes

LARGEST STORE
•

Successful Convention

For

McKESSON-

PLEDGE
OUR
To merit your confidence and

VAN VLEET-ELLIS

good will

for the

war they are waging against crime.

OUR GUARANTEE
To save you money

•
Memphis, Tenn.

SEARS,ROEBUCK & CO.

Jackson, Miss.

Memphis, Tenn.

ANDERSON-TULLY

LIBERTY CASH

COMPANY

The American
Snuff Company
General Offices
Exchange Building

•

Memphis, Tennessee

GROCERS

Hardwood Lumber
Box Shooks

"Why Pay More?"

Egg Cases

•

Rotary Cut Lumber
Built-up Panels

m

25 Convenient Locations
Jackson, Tenn.

Clarksdale, Miss.

Helena, Ark.

Blytheville, Ark.

Cable Address—Veneers

MEMPHIS, TENN.

1

The Kroger
Grocery 8c
Baking
Co.

Of Our Officers

THE PEACE OFFICER

•

TENNESSEE & MISSISSIPPI SHERIFFS & PEACE OFFICERS ASSN., Inc.

We Appreciate the Splendid Work

(Title Registered in U. S. Patent Office)

Official Organ

Motor Wheel

VOL. 12—NO. 3.
FRANK FITZPATRICK. PRESIDENT

m

•

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Term Expires Fall 1936
CHAS. B. GARIBALDI, CHR.
CHIEF DEPUTY SHERIFF
MEMPHIS. TENN.
W. T. GRIFFIN. V-CHR.

MEMPHIS, TENN.
C FITZPATRICK

Owners and Operators of

Stratton-Warren

PIGGLY-WIGGLY STORES

Hardware Co.

JESSE WALL

•
MEMPHIS

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:
Special Rates to Members.
$5 <>0 per year to Non-Members.
HOMER G. WELLS

Corporation

155 WISCONSIN STREET

KROGER STORES

MEMPHIS, TENN., MARCH 1936.

One of the
. S o u t h' s >
.Greatest^

s1

}

SERGT. BURNEY WILLIANS

TENNESSEE,
MEMPHIS, TENN.

ALL PAST PRESIDENTS
ARE LIFE MEMBERS

New Sheriffs, State of Mississippi
•
•
•
County:
Sheriff:
Address
Adams—Audley B- Conner, Natchez.
Alcorn—Willard 0. Potts, Corinth.
Amite—E. T. Harvey, LibertyAttala—(Dr. D. F. Sallis, Kosciusko.
Benton—Dr. Frank Ferrell, Ashland.
Bolivar—Joe L. Smith, Cleveland.
Calhoun—D- L. Hardin, Calhoun City.
Carroll—J. T- Allen, Carrollton.
Chicksaw—Charley Anderson, Okolona
Choctaw—D. H. Bradberry, Reform.
Claiborne—J. Mack Jones, Pattison.
Clarke—C. Virgil Miller, Quitman.
Coahoma—W. L. (Lee) Matthews,
Clarksdale.
Copiah—W. E. Hester, Hazelhurst.
Covington—Ennis Crawford, Collins.
De Soto—A- S. Campbell, Hernando.
Forrest—George W- Boone,
Hattiesburg.
Franklin—J. M. Reynolds, Meadville.
George—T. M. Hempstead, Lucedale.
Greene—Murdoc Walley, Leakesville.
Grenada—D. W. Dogan, Grenada.
Harrison—Oscar L. Meador, Gulfport.
Hinds—John W. Roberts, Jr., Jackson.
Holmes—Walter L. Ellis, Lexington.
Issaquena—Joel Myres, Grace.
Itawamba—J. E. Wiygul, Fulton.
Jackson—(Braxton Wilson,
Ocean SpringsJasper—Lee Williams, Bay Springs.
Jefferson—Duncan McArn,
Union Church.
Jefferson Davis—A. H. Polk, Prentiss.
Jones—(Charles H. Thompson, Laurel.
Kemper—B. E. Key, Dekalb.
Lafayette—R. C. (Buddy) Jones,
Oxford.
Lamar—Cazzie Entrekin, Baxterville.
Lauderdale—Bill Rush Moshy,
Meridian.
Lawrence—-S. J. Givens, Monticello.
Leake—Grover W- Parkes, Carthage.
Lee—Dr. L. A. Ford, Guntown.

County:
Sheriff:
Address
Leflore—Earl Equen, GreenwoodLincoln—J. Walter Smith, Brookhaven
Lowndes—(R. E. L. Smith, Columbus.
Madison—T. H. Sandidge, Canton.
Marion—R. H. Hathorn, Columbia.
Marshall—D. Dudley Tucker,
Holly Springs.
Monroe—Sam Grady, Amory.
Montgomery—Edgar E. Wright,
vv inuna.

Neshoba—M. A- Posey, Philadelphia.
Newton—E. V. Buckley, Union.
Noxubee—J. W. Allen, Macon.
Oktibbeha—J. Shade Richey,
Starkville.
Panola—L. S- Manning, Sardis.
Pearl River—|H. C. Moody, Poplarville.
Perry—Carl S. Myers, New Augusta.
Pike—J. W. Brabham, Magnolia.
Pontotoc—O. D. Patterson, Sarepta.
Prentiss—iS. F. Windham, Booneville.
Quitman—fB. G. Barringer, Marks.
Rankin—Tom B. Spann, Brandon.
Scott—Duff D. Austin, Forrest.
Sharkey—M. C. Ewing, Anguilla.
Smith—J. M. Martin, Raleigh.
Stone—S- J. Hinton, Wiggins.
Sunflower—A. B. Clark, Indianola.
Tate—J. R. Quinn, Senatobia.
Tippah—J. D. Childers, Ripley.
Tishomingo—Omer J. Bullen, Belmont.
Tunica—Scott A. Arnold, Maud.
Union—Lee Rogers, New Albany.
Walthall—N. E. Conerly, Tylertown.
Warren—Joseph J. Ring, Vickshurg.
Washington—R. P. Chaney, Greenville
Wayne—H. G- Norsworthy,
Waynesboro.
Webster—Seth E. Mitchell, Stewart.
Wilkinson—Louis C- Miller,
Centreville.
Winston—Edison E. White, Louisville.
Yazoo—R. D. Warren, Yazoo City.

L o c a l L a w E n f o r c e m e n t i n R e l a t i o n to
•

I

*

*

National Crime

T is especially pleasing to me to ad elements which we all must recognize and
which we all must band together in a
dress you gentlemen, the Sheriffs and
concerted effort to eradicate- I refer
Peace Officers of Oklahoma. I have
particularly to the stultifying influence
long been eager for an opportunity to
of politics.
discuss with you upon a common basis
Time after time, as all you gentlemen
the various problems which arise in the
know, courageous oficers have arrested
enforcement of law and apprehension and
young men and young women, charging
them with some minor or major offense.
detection of criminals. While the crime
A case has been carefully worked up,
js primarily local, yet it bears elements
which make it a potential national men there is sufficient evidence for a convic
tion, and certainly sufficient reasons why
ace. We must regard all crime no matter
this culprit should be made to realize
how petty as a thing of major impor that after all, the law should be a majes
tance; we must look upon any infraction
tic thing, and that crime should not be
countenanced in the community. How
of the law as a possible local firebrand
ever, almost immediately, this honest
which may have its reactions throughout
officer finds himself embroiled in the
the country. Crime no longer is a menace
efforts of numerous individuals whose
of purely municipal, county or state limi
main desire is not to see that justice is
tations. Like the prairie fires which once
done ,not to protect the community
swept this region, starting from a tiny
against infractions of the law, not to
blaze and raging with the first sweep of
assist officers sworn to uphold their duty,
the wind into instruments of major dis
but, through the efforts of some none too
aster, crime of today may begin with a
honorable attorneys, through the power
petty infraction, and within seemingly in
of the vote, through the influence of local
significant space of time, encompass and state politicians, to nullify every
every form of outlawry.
effort which has been put forth by the
I have in mind a number of casjs law enforcement officials. We find that
this attempt to veto the law proceeds
which no doubt are familiar to all of youthroughout all efforts which are made to
There is the instance of Wilbur Under
bill, who began as a petty bootlegger, adequately teach the lesson that crime
should not pay. Its malignant influence
who went from this to thievery and bur
creeps into the courts, it creeps through
glary, and progressed onward along the
the bars of the penitentiaries, it makes
path of crime to multiple murder, all
its insidious way into the meetings of
within the space of a few years. I re
pardon and parole boards, and it prac
member "Pretty Boy" Floyd, who also
started as a petty larceny law evader, tically places a medal of honor upon the
man who can defeat the law and get
and who ended that career after a reign
away with it. I believe that one of our
of terror as one of the most feared des
greatest duties is to give the widest
peradoes of America. The history of
practically every criminal of major im publicity to the efforts of politicians who
seek to degrade law enforcement. I be
portance who has come to the attention
lieve that there are enough honest citi
of you gentlemen of law enforcement has
a background of minor juvenile and even zens in our communities who, if they,
knew the truth about this tremendous
adult infractions. Therefore, each one of
pressure of gangrenous politics upon the
these men and, I must add some women
forms a living comparison to the simile most important phase of our lives—the
protection and happiness of our homes
which I drew of the prairie fire. A spark,
a tiny blaze, and then wholesale destruc that a revolt would come about giving
the law enforcement officer the freedom
tion.
he needs in pursuit, detection, apprehen
HE part which the. local officer plays sion, and punishment, and the peace of
in national enforcement is a tre
mind which should be his, but which
mendous one. It is his job to attempt to
never can exist so long as he is harried
stamp out these sparks and failing in
that, to extinguish the blaze before it by politicians who constantly threaten
him
should he have the temerity to arrest
gets beyond control. That there are in
stances when these attempts fail does or attempt to prosecute a person under
their protection. In such instances of
not, to my mind, mean that there has
local crime violations we have that spark
been inefficiency, that there has been a
and tiny flame about which I have spoken
lack of interest, or a fading of enthusi
asm for the upholding of the law. It and which later leads to the sweeping
destruction of the prairie fire.
brings into the picture certain malignant
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have mentioned local cases because
they are excellent examples of what
I desire to show. "Pretty Boy'' Floyd,
for instance, in the first analysis, was a
local criminal; in the final analysis, he
was a potential menace to all of Ameri
ca, and thus the problems which I discuss
with you are of vital interest to everyone
throughout the United States, for what
applies in Oklahoma applies equally from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the
Gulf of Mexico to Canada. The problem
everywhere is the same —• small-time
criminals of today become the dangerous
public enemies of tomorrow. The scope,
the magnitude of crime as it exists reach
es staggering figures. Last year, in the
United States there was an estimated
total of 1,445,581 serious crimes. May I
repeat that—in one year alone almost one
and a half million major crimes were
committed against the citizens of this
country. In other words, there was crime
of desperate proportions — auto theft,
burglary, aggravated assault, robbery,
rape, manslaughter, and murder—com
mitted against one of every 84 persons
in this country, and few indeed were the
criminals who did not begin in some petty
way.
Returning to "Pretty Boy" Floyd, w?
find him at first confining his efforts to
the small town in which he lived, then
his activities spread to the county, then
he sallied forth into various parts of ^the
state. He moved into Missouri, "into
Kentucky. We find him going into Ohio,
back down to Arkansas, further to New
York State, ranging over thousands of
miles, even as a predatory animal ranges
over a game trail. All of us know only
too well that there is a beaten track of
criminality moving from the Gulf of
Mexico to the Canadian border, with side
shoots which often reach to the coastlines
of the Atlantic and the Pacific. Crime,
when it becomes a truly predatory affair,
knows no boundaries. However, the har
assed officer who must pursue that crimi
nal finds himself blocked by statutes and
laws at city, county or state lines. There
fore, in the apprehension of these depred
atory characters, it becomes necessary
to overcome almost insurmountable ob
stacles. If the pursuit by an officer must
stop at a county line, then indeed law is
outwitted unless the officer of the next
county takes up the chase, and the offi
cers of other states assist,-plus the action
of such organizations as the Federal Bu
reau of Investigation, of which I anl
proud to be the head- The old adage of
the chain being no stronger than its
(Continued on Page 5)

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
(Continued from Page 4)
weakest link is here exemplified. Let
cooperation falter, and the chase indeed
becomes a difficult one.
I am proud indeed to say that the co
operation of local, county and state law
enforcement officials of Oklahoma with
the representatives of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation has been of the highest
order. We in the Bureau feel our task
often is much easier with gentlemen such
as yourselves than it is in several large
metropolitan areas where the heavy hand
of politics is constantly at work, where
petty jealousies are allowed to interfere
with absolute efficiency, and where pub
licity-seeking officials sometimes find a'
greater reward in seeing their names in
the paper than they do in knowing that
an arch criminal has been brought to
justice. We remember with affection and
deep regard the magnificent record of
Chief Olin Reed of McAlester, Oklahoma,
who gave his life in the cause of coopera
tion.

T

HERE was no order or command
which sent Olin Reed to assist the
Federal officers who made the arrest of
Frank Nash at Hot Springs, Arkansas.
There was no greed for notoriety. There
was no impelling urge of political expe
diency. Chief Reed knew Frank Nash
by sight. He felt that he could render a
service to the people of the United States
by pointing out to the Federal officers
this man whose field of crime, inciden
tally, had encompassed most of America.
So, as a fellow officer he went along, and
as a fellow officer he fell beside Federal
Agents and local police under the vicious
assault of gangster impelled machine gun
bullets at the Union Station Plaza in
Kansas City, and as a fellow officer, we
revere him and respect his memory.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation
believes that the secret of crime eradi
cation lies in solidarity and the combined
linking of all law enforcement agencies.
Much already has been done along this
line, and with every forging of a new
link in this chain of cooperation, we
find an added impetus in the war against
the criminal.
Until several months ago, the chasing
down of a bank robber was wholly a local
affair. This often meant that the task
fell upon a community which could ill
afford the tremendous expense necessary
in these days to continue a pursuit which
might last for years and extend through
numerous states. Then, Congress passed
a law which allowed the Federal Bureau
of Investigation to cooperate with local
law enforcement officials in the running
down of predatory criminals who commit
offenses against National and Federal
Reserve System banks. In a compara
tively short time, the number of rob
beries has taken a drop of more than

fifty per cent. In other words, cohesion
has been developed, a working arrange
ment by which both local and Federal
enforcement agencies may pool their in
terests upon a common pursuit, and I
am indeed proud of what has been accom
plished.

WM. A. WEBSTER CO.
CHEMICALS
224 East Street

I

N this connection, may I direct your
attention to the phenomenal growth of
the Identification Division of the Bureau
which owes its existence to the whole
hearted cooperation of such persons as
yourselves. This Identification Division
is not some mysterious affair which takes
fingerprints out of thin air- They come
from the crossroads of America, from the
villages, from the towns, cities and met
ropolitan centers, to be concentrated in
Washington, and there to form a vast
cross index of over five million five hun
dred thousand evidences of law infrac
tion—-waiting always to bring to justice
the man who tries to outwit the forces
of law enforcement. This is a partner
ship, a contract by which a law enforce
ment official agrees to furnish honestly
and efficiently the fingerprints
of per
sons who are arrested in his district. In
return for this, payment is made by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation in the
careful, honest and efficient filing of
these fingerprints
and the watchfulness
necessary to immediately identify similar
fingerprints should they come in from
any part of America. Thus, the man who
is a fugitive from Tulsa is identified in
St. Paul. An escape from Leavenworth
is found in New York, and so on, not only
throughout America, but throughout the
world, for identifications have been made
on arrested persons from as far away as
Cairo, Egypt, and British South Africa.
Moreover, a new and strong partner of
law enforcement is growing up in Wash
ington, the Crime Laboratory, where ex
perts in chemistry, ballistics, and other
forms of scientific detection and pursuit
are at the service of localities. I hope
the time will come when the services of
the charlatans or so-called professional
experts who appear as witnesses solely
for the money involved, may become a
thing of the past. The Crime Laboratory
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
has no opinions other than those which
are the results of the application of cold,
mathematical science. It reports inno
cence as well as guilt, and there is no
power—monetary, political or otherwise
—-which can cause it to deviate from that
process-

C

ONTINUING its desire to place
every possible aid in the hands of
efficient law enforcement officers, there
has been built up in our Bureau a single
fingeprint file of the known public ene
mies of this country, thus making identi
fication swiftly possible in the event of
(Continued on Page 6)
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LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
(Continued from Page 5)
major crimes committed by persistent
offenders.
I feel that justice should be rendered
where justice is due, particularly in the
field of law enforcement, and in speaking
as modestly as possible of the work of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, I
conceive it proper to say that the results
of our work have in great measure been
made possible by the splendidly enthusi
astic and far-sighted interest, support
and encouragement of the Attorney Gen
eral of the United States, the Honorable
Homer S. Cummings, whose greetings I
bring you today. At the inception of his
incumbency as Attorney General he made
it clear that the work of the Federal Bu
reau of Investigation must be carried on
without regard to any outside, compli
cating interest, political or otherwise. His
keen mind instinctively grasped the ne
cessity for more comprehensive legisla
tive measures and he has labored cease
lessly, both in the legislative and admin
istrative fields, for the success of the
Bureau's crusade to combat criminals and
suppress the major manifestations of
crime which constituted such a grave
menace to the entire country when he
first became Attorney General.
With cooperation between local offi
cials and the Federal Bureau of Investi
gation in the crime situation, there enters
the need of a third ingredient, the co
operation of the law-abiding citizen. All
of us have seen cases fail, not because
officers have been negligent in their du
ties, not because courts have not been
courageous, but because the very person
who should be the most eager volunteer
in the war against crime has proved
either cowardly or apathetic. I have in
mind one case in which there were many
witnesses to a murder. Try as he would,
the County Prosecutor in that case could
not persuade a single one of those wit
nesses to go into court and testify against
the slayer. It is a matter of record that
crimes or threats of crime have been con
cealed by the victims who perferred to
suffer in silence rather than solicit the

aid of law enforcement bodies- I submit
that we who are entrusted with law en
forcement cannot be mind-readers. We
must be informed of the crime, otherwise
we cannot pursue the actual or potential
criminal. In this regard, I wish to em
phasize that when such information
comes to the Federal Bureau of Investi
gation, it is speedily and thoroughly in
vestigated. Since kidnaping became a
Federal offense, 62 actual cases of kid
naping or threats to kidnap have come to
the attention of this Bureau. Not one
of these remains unsolved, and a case in
particular, that of Charles F. Urshel, of
Oklahoma City, gives me an opportunity
to illustrate exactly what I mean by quick
and proper notification plus thorough co
operation as a major factor in the solu
tion of a crime.

W

ITHIN a few minutes of the time
that Mr. Urschel was seized at
his home, recourse had been taken to the
emergency kidnaping number of National
7117 at Washington, and the news of the
crime flashed to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Immediately S p e c i a l
Agents of the Bureau were rushed by
airplane or speedy automobile from vari
ous parts of the country to concentrate
their e:orts, working in collaboration with
local officers, and starting from the place
of the offense in Oklahoma City. I can
not praise too highly the aid which was
given by local law enforcement bodies.
The trail which began at Oklahoma City
moved into Texas where invaluable aid
was given by astute members of a Texas
Metropolitan Police Force. From Texas,
at spread to an expanse of the United
States greater than that of continental
Europe, and led to the wiping out, not
only of a kidnap band, but of all the roots
of crime which had supported this band
Persons who had harbored the criminals
were taken before the bar of justice.
Others who had assisted them in hiding
or passing the money were convicted. An
attorney was brought to trial and sen
tencerd for what the court and jury ad
judged to be his part in the conspiracy.
Through the closely knit efforts of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the

police and other law enforcement bodies
of a number of states, twenty persons
were sentenced to prison, including six
life sentences.
In this respect, may I add that the
conviction record of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation remains at its high aver
age. Only six persons out of 100 go free,
once they enter a courtroom charged by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation with
a Federal offense. Ninety-four per cent
of them are convicted.

S

PEAKING of convictions and peniten
tiaries, I hope that we never shall
lose sight of the fact that a law enforce
ment officer's greatest problem often
arises at the very time when it should
end, namely, when he sees a prisoner tak
en out of a courtroom for a term in
prison. Unhappily for us, prisons all too
often form a springboard toward major
criminality- only a more or less pleasant
meeting place where new crimes can be
concocted for commission when, as and
if a sentimental or otherwise expedient
board or person with powers of clemency
grants freedom for a new assault upon
the peace and dignity of our citizens.
This amounts to a national scandalEscapes are often so easily arranged as
to be almost humorous, did not the trag
ical element predominate. Prisons are
being emptied by unreasonable exercise
of the power to send warped and danger
ous mentalities forth to fredom and to
prey upon communities. Through this
this exercise of clemency the law abiding
person becomes all but powerless to es
cape the predatory actions of vicious hu
man vulturs, who are aided and abetted
in their careers of destruction by persons
swayed by political, sentimental, or mon
etary reasons.
I sincerely hope that we of law en
forcement may remain diligently militant
in our efforts to eradicate this most un
sightly blot upon American civilization.
It seems inconceivable that blood-crazed
men should be allowed to receive knives,
guns, ammunition and even arsenals by
which to murder their way to freedom
from so-called escape-proof jails, and
(Continued on Page 7)
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LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
(Continued from Page 6)
then carry on a new career of plunder
and slaughter. It seems beyond the range
of human conception that boards of
clemency should meet in secret sessions,
and undo, with the stroke of a pen, the
work of fearless law enforcement offi
cers, the judgment of honest and efficient
courts, the desires of the American popu
lace itself, and throw open prison doors
to hordes of sneering, desperate convicts
whose sole purpose is again to flaunt the
law. I do not speak of a few isolated
cases, as the easy-freedom advocates
would have ois believe. I speak from the
authenticity of a diligent search through
the more than five million five hundred
thousand fingerprints in the Identification
Division which show thousands upon
thousands of cases in which hardened
convicts and old offenders are repeatedly
turned loose to pursue their criminal and
degenerate desires. Should they again
be apprehended, convicted and sentenced,
the angels of mercy who so love free
dom for convicts and who so forget the
innocent and suffering public, will gently
minister to their every desire and soon
again throw the locks that will usher
them forth to freedom.
I do not desire to be misunderstood
upon this matter of parole. I certainly
favor parole for the proper persons.
However, I shall resist in every possible
manner the continuation of parole for
convicts who have shown no desire what
ever to proceed upon a path that will
lead them into the ranks of good citizens.
Certainly, if he deserves it, a man should
receive one parole. When he fails to
make good on that parole, he should
automatically cancel any right to further
clemency, and it is the violation of this
straight problem of common sense that
arouses the indignation of every honest
law enforcement official in America.
IX/T A.Y we work in close cooperation
toward the common goal when
there shall be a new day in our efforts
toward the eradication of crime, when the
task of enforcing laws shall be a career
hedged about and protected by every pos
sible bulwark that citizens can erect. May
we look upon the day when it is no longer
possible for a politician to whisper to a
court or jury and bring about freedom
for a guilty man. May we see the day
when technicalities have been wiped out
of criminal court procedure, when wit
nesses may no longer feel the intimida
tion of gangsters or of gangster attor
neys. I hope we may look forward to the
day when the law enforcement official
is paid a salary commensurate with his
efforts and at the fading of the trail, may

he be granted the honor, respect and re
muneration due him as a reward for long
and valiant service in the interests of
honesty ,and the peace and happiness and
safety of America—Address by J. Edgar
Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of In
vestigation, United States Department of
Justice, before the Sheriffs and Peace
Officers Association of Oklahoma, at
Tulsa, Oklahoma, January 13, 1936.
EDITOR'S NOTE: The foregoing address
is inspirational and educational. We have
reproduced it for the benefit of our mem
bership by special permission of Mr.
Hoover and we hope from time to time
there will be other thoughts from this
great leader which we can pass along to
you.

The Age of Crime

T

HE Justice Department estimates
that the "crime age" is 19.
J. Edgar Hoover, director of the Bureau
of Investigation, said one out of every 21
persons arrested in 1935 was 19 years
old, and 15 out of every 100 was 19 or
younger.

More than 37 per cent of those arrested
during the year were less than 25 years
old, Hoover said. Youths under 25 com
mitted 53 per cent of the -robberies, 59
per cent of the burglaries and 68 per cent
of the auto thefts, he estimated.
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under authority of the unanimous
vote cast by delegates to the Fall
Convention in Jackson, Mississippi,
has selected Memphis as the Con
vention City for our next meeting.
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mind that the place will be MEM
PHIS ... the date APRIL 29th
and 30th.
HOTEL PEABODY WILL BE
CONVENTION HEAD
QUARTERS.
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An Address by Chief Inspector William T.
Griffin, Detective Division, Memphis Police
Department, Before the Executive Staff and
Police Training School, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, United States Department of
Justice, Washington, D. C., January 16, 1936.

||
jk^jL
U »

J|

It goes without saying it gives me
great pleasure to be with you here this
afternoon, and I feel a keen sense of
gratitude to Director Hoover and his staff
for having made it possible.

The subject assigned to me touches
many vital elements of police practice and
procedure, and opens avenues of thought
that would require considerable time to
follow to their respective terminals.

ability any police officer may have, and
it spreads its ruinous effects to offset
public respect for law and order and the
reverence to which all honest officers are
entitled from the public they serve.

It is now an acknowledged fact the
investigation of crime and apprehension
of criminals is a science, as much so as
surgery, medicine and other professions
which have progressed with time until
today Americans so engaged are as high
ly skilled as there are in the world. This,
however, is not true with respect to
criminal investigation, as we are far be
hind many of the European nations in
procedure. Before one is permitted to
practice medicine, surgery or appear in
the courts as an attorney, he is required
by law to take certain courses of special
training and demonstrate a degree of
skill and efficiency tested by examina
tion. Apparently this country had failed
to recognize the investigation of crime
as a science and that it should be looked
upon as a profession until Director Hoo
ver was placed in charge of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, United States
Department of Justice.

Among those assembled here today are
experienced investigators and veteran
officers whose knowledge of practical po
lice tactics is second to none in the coun
try. However, each and every one of
us learns something now almost daily,
and I only trust some of the thoughts
obtained through twenty-nine years ex
perience as a police officer may prove to
be of some value to those whose service
records are less mature.

OBSERVATION is important to the
successful career of every person engaged
in the investigation of crime and appre
hension of criminals- By observation,
we mean the ability to see and discern
things that escape the attention of un
trained men. It may be the proverbial
"Scrap of Paper," the raveling of a
thread, the button lost by a fugitive in
flight, or it may be the inflection of a
guilty note in the voice of the subject, or
the wink that confederates sometimes
exchange over the heads of their captors.
Whatever the subject may be, a wide
awake and alert investigator will obtain
a mental photograph of the things he
sees, and his retentive mind will record
and analyze the sounds reaching his ears-

He has set up a most scientific and
efficient system for this work and is
permitting no outside interference, influ
ence or intermeddling to effect the func
tioning of this Bureau. The Honorable
Homer S. Cummings, Attorney-General
of the United States, makes it his busi
ness to see this unit of his Department
is not interfered with. It is a duty
vested in him through Presidential
appointment and confirmed by Congress.
He assumed this great responsibility and
how well he has carried it out is reflected
by the fact that mothers may now leave
their babes in the nurseries and families
may sit on their porches with some de
gree of safety. We refer to the kid
napping and subsequent murder of the
Lindbergh baby and the kidnapping of
Charles Urschel who was taken from the
porch of his residence and held for ran
som. The perpetrators of these two das
tardly crimes have been accounted for
largely through the efforts of Director
Hoover and his splendid and efficient or
ganization. Innumerable other crimes
of National interest have been brought
to successful conclusions by the so-called
"G-Men."

In the schedule of time allotted me,
provision was made for an open forum a
period of time in which those present
would be given the opportunity to ask
questions pertaining to the various phases
of criminal investigation, and I presume,
should such an arrangement be carried
out, we would be expected to explain
Dues are due! Pay this year
with dollars—TWO!
many essentials to which this broad topic
alludes. We feel there are others here
who are far better versed in theoretical
and technical problems of the work, and
it is respectfully requested that I be re
lieved of this feature of the program by
those gentlemen.
H O N E S T Y , OBSERVATION and
CAUTION are the key words that char
acterize the structure of sound police
methods. This applies to the general
conduct of every case we are called upon
to investigate from inception to conclu
sion. By the word inception, we mean
when a crime, or potential crime comes
to our notice; by conclusion, we mean un
til the evidence of guilt of those in
volved has been properly presented to a
court of justice.
HONESTY is the most essential ele
ment, for by that we are governed in
our every move towards establishing the
true facts upon which justice must be
based. Too many splendid police careers
have been ruined through the lack of this
most vital characteristic. Absence of
honesty destroys whatever foundation of

CAUTION should be exercised in the
matter of approach, whether that be the
physical act of walking up to a suspected
criminal, or the mental process of 'de
ciding that a person's conduct appears
suspicious under certain circumstances.
By employing caution in all things, the
cause for regret will be eliminated in
many instances. It is not in keeping
with good judgment to undertake any
case without applying reason and cau
tion. Lives have been sacrificed by many
fearless officers—due to the lack of cau
tion. Bravery is commendable alwaysRashness is too often the forerunner of
unnecessary bereavement.
We have been called upon to discuss
proper procedure in making arrests, the
use of handcuffs, how to approach auto
mobiles in which dangerous suspects are
traveling, how to search persons who
have been taken into custody, how to
transport prisoners by automobile, on
trains, and by airplanes. It might be
well to say here since airplanes have
come to play a major part in our fast
transportation systems, my work has
been of such a nature that I have had
very little personal experience in using
them to transport prisoners. In such in
stances as the Memphis Police Depart
ment has found it practical to use air
planes in transporting prisoners, we have
(Continued on Page 9)
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found it a safe and satisfactory way, but
I am not an authority on this phase.

had previously been in trouble. The rule
of CAUTION in this instance prevented
serious trouble, and probably saved hu
man life-

There is no set rule, or fixed procedure,
for making arrests. This is governed in
its entirety by conditions and circum
stance. In approaching a suspect or
known criminal for the purpose of mak
ing an arrest, the officer should main
tain a firm grip on his service revolver,
holding same near the hip, keeping the
suspect "covered," forcing him to elevate
the hands until his person has been
thoroughly searched. This should always
be done with the suspected person's back
to the officer, with the muzzle of the
officer's gun pressed against the body of
the person being searched. It is not un
wise to let the person being searched
know that it is not a thumb but a gun
he feels "jabbing"' his ribs or back. After
an arrest, do not permit the prisoner to
open a dresser drawer, trunk, closet, or
re-enter a house or building for any pur
pose. If in the judgment of the arresting
officer the person who is being detained
should be permitted to take along some
article of wearing apparel, or other thing,
he should open drawer, closet, trunk or
whatever such things are kept in himself,
but under no circumstances permit the
prisoner to do so. A revolver or some
other dangerous weapon is often kept in
such places, and affords the prisoner an
opportunity of procuring same for the
purpose of arresting the operator, who
have your man outside the building where
the arrest was made, do not re-enter it.
The prisoner may have friends or rela
tives inside who will start trouble. If
the officer feels there is some justifica
tion for the prisoner communicating with
some one in the building, the interview
should take place on the outside.

Some twenty years ago, two patrolmen
took into custody in a grocery store a
negro who had just offered some chickens
for sale suspected of being stolen. The
suspect asked permission to get a tobacco
pipe out of an old wagon he had driven
to and had left standing in front of the
store. The officers granted the request
and the Negro was permitted to go to
the wagon unaccompanied. The suspect
procured a revolver from underneath the
seat of the vehicle with which he opened
fire on the officers. A running pistol
battle followed, in which a patrol ser
geant and the Negro chicken thief were
both killed. The lack of CAUTION re
sulted in two deaths. We cannot empha
size too strongly the importance of tak
ing no chances.

Less than three months ago, accom
panied by one of our Detective Sergeants,
I went to an apothecary shop for the
purpose of arresting the operator who
was standing on the sidewalk in front
of his store when informed of our mis
sion. He submitted to arrest quietly and
asked permission to go to the back of the
building, at the same time placing his
right hand in his coat pocket. We never
suspected this innocent looking old fellow
of being armed, but as in this business
no chances can be taken, his hand was
seized without permitting him to with
draw it from his pocket; to our amaze
ment he was clutching a .32 calibre re
volver fully loaded. A tussle ensued and
considerable force was necessary to dis
arm him. In the rear of the apothecary
shop, we found a Mauser automatic pis
tol, two rifles and a shot gun—all fully
loaded. Subsequent investigation devel
oped this man was of unsound mind, and

It is possible for a single officer to
detain and hold until assistance arrives
a room full of desperate criminals. In
such cases, those being detained should
be forced to elevate their hands above the
head and face the wall. Closely observe,
or "size up" so to speak, each and every
man very quickly, and designate one of
the number whom it is felt is less likely
(Continued on Page 10)
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February 22, 1936.
Mrs. Laura M. Cross,
309 Atkih Street,
Knoxville Tennessee.
My Dear Mrs. Cross:
I am pleased to hand you, here
with a check in the amount of two
hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00),
in settlement of the death claim
occasioned by the death of your
husband, Mr. Michael J. Cross.
I trust the delay has not caused
you any inconvenience.
Sincerely yours,
JAMES E. HARRIS,
Treasurer
Tennessee and Mississippi Sheriffs
and Peace Officers' Ass'n., Inc.
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to cause trouble, and have him phone
Police Headquarters. If there be no
phone in the room, work your way to
some window or other aperture, and with
out taking your eyes from those in the
room, quickly fire a shot from your re
volver. This will either attract the at
tention of some police officer or passing
pedestrian, and it will not be long until
the police will be on the scene. It is
up to the individual officer to do quick
thinking and put into execution such
TACTICS in emergency cases as condi
tions and circumstances warrant.
A very amusing incident, quite painful
to the prisoner, occurred in the City of
Memphis several years ago. A young
Jewish ex-service man who had just re
turned from France, joined the force and
was assigned to the Mounted squad. He
was patrolling in an outlying section of
the City when he came upon a Negro
armed with a large calibre revolver. Dis
arming the suspect, he casually returned
his service revolver to the holster, and
with the weapon taken from the Negro
brought it down with sufficient force on
his head to render him unconscious; he
then walked into a filling station nearby
and called a patrol wagon. Completing
the phone call to headquarters, the young
officer walked back to the prostrate form
of the Negro over whom he stood guard
until the wagon arrived. In reporting
the case to his commanding officer, he
made this remark: "I take no chances."
We do not advocate this to be sound po
lice practice, but could be referred to,
and properly so, as—""Precaution De
Luxe.''
As in the case of arrests, there can be
no fixed rule in the use of handcuffs. We
think it much safer to have the subject
stand with back to the officer while be
ing manacled. This can be done with
one hand by the officer, which affords
the use of the other hand in keeping the
prisoner covered with the revolver closely
pressed to the body. If there are two
persons to handle, it makes the opera
tion easier by handcuffing one to the
other, and an experienced officer in the
majority of cases has one of the two
subjects assist him. The business end
of a pistol in experienced hands works
wonders. If the officer has no hand
cuffs available, firmly grasp with the
left hand the waistband and belt of the
subject's pants on the right side just a
couple of inches to the rear of his hip
bone, which permits the officer to have
free use of the other hand to handle his
revolver. This grip on the waistband
and belt of subject should be maintained,
never permitting the arrested person to
move the hands, and under no circum

stances put them in the pockets of his
clothing.
Approaching automobiles suspected of
being occupied by criminals is a phase
of this work that requires extreme cau
tion, judgment and tact. The innocent
must be protected from embarrassment
and injury, and at the same time the
officer must take no chances. Cases of
mistaken identity, revenge and various
other things must be taken into consid
eration when an automobile is reported
to be occupied by persons suspected of
committed crime. I will relate one inci
dent in the City of Memphis, if you will
pardon me for again referring to the City
in which I live.
In 1922, a pay-roll hold-up had just
been committed by four white men, who
were using a dark blue Cadillac Touring
Car. A general alarm was sent out to
each and every neighboring town within
a radius of fifty miles. A police lieuten
ant commandeered a Cadillac Automobile
of the same color and description as that
used by the bandits, and with three or
more other officers in plain clothes,
started to Collierville, a small town ap
proximately twenty miles from Memphis,
at a high rate of speed, having received
information the bandit car had gone in
that direction. I had personally called
the City Marshal at Collierville on the
phone, describing the bandit car and oc
cupants. The Marshal organized what
we term a posse, which was stationed
just outside of the little town on the
highway from Memphis. The police
lieutenant, a splendid fellow, and his men
ran into the ambush arranged by the
Collierville officers, who mistook this for
the bandit car, and opened fire, killing
the lieutenant instantly and seriously
wounding the other occupants of the carWe simply mention this in an effort to
demonstrate how exceedingly important
it is to use CAUTION. We could men
tion innumerable other like instances
where innocent persons have come to
their death under similar circumstances.
We are again reverted to what was pre
viously said of fixed tactics and proce
dure—that is, no two cases are alike,
and one has to be governed by circum
stances and surroundings.
It is impractical and unsafe for one
officer to transport a prisoner or pris
oners by automobile without a driver.
No one can operate an automobile and
give the required attention to a prisoner
whether such prisoner be handcuffed, legironed or wearing an "Oregon Boot."
Entirely too many things could happen.
We do not believe it practical to permit
a prisoner being transported to ride in
(Continued on Page 11)
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the front seat of an automobile, but they
should be placed in the rear seat with
an officer in attendance.
You have heard of the old adage,
"Necessity is the mother of invention."
It is equally true to say, "Opportunity is
the creator of Chances." We all know
the chance to escape from the front seat
of an automobile is far greater than
from the rear. The same applies to the
opportunity when a lone officer drives a
car in which a prisoner is being trans
ported. It not only opens the opportu
nity for escape but invites it, and may
cause disaster by wreck or otherwise.
Keep in mind that the criminal element
is made up of individuals of low men
tality, "warped brains" and twisted
minds. Criminals are not smart, but
many are very cunning, thoroughly vi
cious, and will take any kind of a chance.
In handling these human parasites, who
are the common enemy of society, it
should be borne in mind that we are
dealing with abnormalities and we must
treat them accordingly.
When persons charged with crime are
moved from one jurisdiction to another
by train, they should not have the hand
cuffs, removed while enroute, except un
der certain circumstances. When it hecomes necessary to take a prisoner into
a dining car for meals, the handcuffs
should be removed from one arm of the
prisoner and attached to the left arm
of the officer, unless he happens to be
left-handed. That gives the officer free
use of one hand and affords about the
only safe means of feeding a prisoner
while en route.
Criminal history is replete with cases
of escape from moving trains. It may
appear foolhardy when one contemplates
leaping through the window of a mov
ing train, but when faced with the pros
pect of severe punishment, rational
thought and sane contemplation of the
hazard are frequently disregarded. It
is better to endure some inconvenience
and the stares of uninformed passengers
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imagination to know what the conse
quences might have been but for the
alertness of the news butch.
Sometimes we are tempted to put the
cuff on one wrist of the man and around
some immovable fixture
in the coach,
such as the arm of a seat. This, how
ever, is illegal in some states. The prac
tice is prohibited on the grounds that in
event of a wreck the prisoner would be
subjected to unnecessary danger.
We have dealt at length with the tac
tics of arresting and transporting pris
oners. Before passing on to other meas
ures, let us revert to the thought that an
officer should never relax his vigilance
when approaching or arresting persons
suspected or charged with minor offenses.
It is usually the amateur criminal or the
man believed to be guilty of nothing
serious enough to cause resistance that
leads to the wanton murder of peace
officers. Among those who have fallen
in line of duty in recent years in my
home city are numbered the cases of
chicken and bicycle thieves, ordinary va
grants and persons who were merely
stopped on suspicion for questioning. In
each of these deplorable instances that
resulted in fatalities, the slain officers
had no thought of meeting resistance and
were killed without warning, as the re
sult of their failure to exercise the same
precaution in dealing with these petty
offenders as they would have had they
been called upon to arrest persons with
known police records or vicious tendenFollowing the subject further than
making arrests and handling prisoners,
we will now take up the question of ob
taining evidence through the medium of
subterfuge, pretext, and what may be
termed "trick questions."
An investigator's superior intellect and
training must overcome the low mental
ity, "warped brain" and twisted mind of
the criminal. Sometimes this task must
be accomplished in a skillful manner.
The criminal should be induced to talk
and so called "trick questions" have been
(Continued on Page 12)
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than to take chances on the escape of a
prisoner.
The same precautionary measures
should be exercised when it is necessary
for a transported prisoner to use the
lavatory or toilet. Briefly, a prisoner
should never be allowed the freedom of
but one hand.
When possible, it is best to move pris
oners in the day time, but when circum
stances compel night trips, it is best to
engage a drawing room if using a sleep
ing car or pullman facilities. When con
sistent, prisoners should be taken off
the train at night and lodged in some
place of safe confinement until the fol
lowing morning, but when the officer
must travel all night and is unable to
stay awake, the safest method, as we
view it, is to turn your gun over to the
conductor and the key to the handcuffs,
so that the officer and prisoner may
sleep manacled together. The prisoner
cannot escape without awakening the
officer and has no means of overpower
ing him.
One of my early experiences may he
of interest in this connection, and it will
be related to show that no method is
infallible and risk-proof. Several years
ago, I was faking a prisoner across coun
try by train in day time, and had been
working without sleep the previous night.
He was a vicious criminal and in addi
tion to a Federal charge upon which he
was being handled, had attempted just
prior to his arrest to murder his own
father with a knife.
With a feeling of security, the method
just outlined was employed with no
thought of personal danger with the
prisoner manacled to me in a coach
where there were several passengers.
Soon after I fell asleep, a passenger who
was evidently a criminal himself, left the
train and as he walked down the aisle
deposited an open razor within easy
reach of the man in my custody.
Fortunately the news butch observed
the act and grabbed the razor, then
awoke me and explained what had hap
pened. It requires no great stretch of
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found most effective. Sometimes subter
fuge and pretext make them "open up."
Others will yield to sympathy and rea
soning. Although they may be devoid
of reasoning powers themselves, logical
and tactful argument may penetrate their
minds and arouse dormant sparks of
something, we know not what, that will
convince them that it is to their advan
tage to confess.
Psychology and the ability to properly
appraise the person being interrogated
are two essential factors- For example,
if you will pardon the recitation of some
of my personal experiences, I will briefly
relate a few cases where different tactics
were usedTwo detectives on duty in a crowded
hotel lobby were attracted by the scream
of a woman whose purse had been snip
ped from its handle by a thief. It fell
to the floor and the job was bungled.
A small penknife was also dropped in
the hasty attempt. Sizing up the situa
tion quickly, the detectives picked up the
purse and knife and hurriedly scanned
the lobby. They saw and recognized one
Vess Mahon, an ex-conviet, whom they
took into custody and brought to head
quarters for questioning. This was a
case in which no evidence was found on
the criminal, but there was strong reason
to believe he had attempted to steal the
purse.
Under questioning, Mahon denied the
attempted theft and disclaimed owner
ship of the knife. He was a type who
would have denied his guilt until he got
"blue in the face." We had to resort
to "trick questions.'' We accused him
of a number of serious crimes which were
known to be out of his "line." Naturally,
he became engrossed in protesting his
innocence. His mind was taken entirely
away from the case at hand. Meanwhile
fingering the pen knife that had been
picked up in the hotel lobby, I said:
"Mahon, you keep this knife pretty
sharp." Caught off guard he promptly
replied, "Yes, I use it principally to trim
my finger nails,"
Mahon's face turned red before the
words had hardly passed his lips, for he
realized he had been trapped, and he
then voluntarily admitted his guilt on
the charge for which they had brought
him in.
Following a safe job, investigation dis
closed that a nearby night watchman had
seen a tramp walking toward the bur
glarized building carrying a crowbar. A
trained officer would have followed dif
ferent procedure, as this occurred at 2
o'clock in the morning, but being only
an ordinary night watchman, untrained,
and lacking the needed alertness, he
merely made a mental note of his ob

servation and went on with his routine
work. Fortunately, the watchman recog
nized the passerby as a tramp whose
"moniker" he happened to know was
"Paducah Blackie."

After the crowbar was found by the
wrecked safe and the watchman's story
of seeing "Paducah Blackie" on the pre
vious night carrying such a tool had been
told, we linked that alias to one Joe Lee
Hammond, a three-time "loser.'' This exconvict hailed from Paducah, Kentucky.
Hammond had served time in the Ken
tucky penitentiary for murder on one of
these convictions.
He was a known drug addict and we
learned when unable to procure morphine,
he managed to get a substitute from a
"quack" doctor near Caruthersville, Mis
souri. It was known that the question
able physician usually delivered the drug
to Hammond near the railroad station in
Caruthersville. A watch was kept over
that location for two weeks, and with the
assistance of local officers, one of our
men "nabbed" Hammond there.
Upon being notified of the arrest, I
went to Caruthersville. The safe bur
glary of which we suspected him occurred
on the night of April 16, 1916. Hammond
had not been informed of the charge upon
which he was being held pending my ar
rival.
To throw him off guard, we confronted
him with the accusation of breaking jail
in Shreveport, Louisiana, on the very
night that we believed he had pulled the
safe job. Of course, he denied ever hav
ing been in Shreveport, and likewise dis
claimed the name, Kelly, which I tried to
give him as a part of my pretext. He
claimed his correct name and told us that
on the date we were accusing him of
breaking jail in Shreveport, he and his
wife had been registered under their true
names at a second class hotel within two
blocks of the burglarized building. He
was so busy with his alibi on the Shreve
port escape that he trapped himself com
pletely by giving the names of two wellknown safe burglars who had stopped in
the same hotel on the date of the crime.
His own story put him "on the spot."
The time was then right to confront him
with the real facts. In this we counted
upon the sudden display of material evi
dence to "break" him. He was informed
that we knew his true identity and crimi
nal record and the crowbar he had used
in the burglary was brought before him.
"Here's one of the tools you used in that
burglary," we told him, "we have a wit
ness who saw you carrying this crowbar
(Continued on Page 13)
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along the railroad tracks on the night
you pulled the job." He knew this was
true and his confession followed.
Like most "rats" of his ilk, when he
saw we had "the goods" on him, he
squealed on his accomplices whose iden
tity hitherto had not been definitely es
tablished. They were subsequently ar
rested and all were convicted.
An Arkansas sheriff arrested two
armed men in a railroad station on sus
picion they were burglars. The prisoners
gave their names as Edwards and
O'Toole. Both were wearing new shirts
and shoes with the same labels and

®rxio<rx>c
DUES ARE DUE
trademarks. The sheriff believed the
clothing and shoes had been stolen. I
was called in, and in the presence of the
pair, removed each garment and made a
notation on paper—asking no questions—
then allowed the men to put their clothes
back on and suggested to the sheriff they
be locked up in separate cells.
Three days later, O'Toole was brought
from his cell to the sheriff's office. By
prearrangement, the sheriff simply looked
at the prisoner's shoes and smiled.
O'Toole became exceedingly uncomfort
able, first looking at the shoes he was
wearing and then at the sheriff. O'Toole
was the first to break the silence by
saying: "I knew you fellows would find
it out." That meant nothing to the
sheriff and me, but we could not afford
to expose "our hand" by asking ques
tions. We knew no more than we did
when these two arrests were made. He
then inquired about rules and regulations
of the Arkansas State Penitentiary and
also about the penalty for burglary. The
sheriff answered him pleasantly, giving
him the minimum and maximum penalty
for the offense, and resumed his conver
sation with me. O'Toole became exceed
ingly anxious, and said, "What do you

fellows want me to do?" The sheriff
handed him a piece of scratch paper and
pencil, without appearing to be particu
larly interested, with the remark, "Jot
down how you got in, everything you
took, the name of the town and why you
did it. You don't look like a thief, but
I am not so sure about Edwards."
Visualize the "warped brain" of
O'Toole. Under the weight of a guilty
conscience, he wrote the full story of
the crime he had committed, which was
the burglary of a combination country
store and post office, implicating Ed
wards. Both were tried and convicted.
Upon being called to assist in the in
vestigation of a series of small burgla
ries in a neighboring town, it was learned
a railroad depot had been broken into
repeatedly. The losses varied in value
of merchandise and money stolen, and the
total amount of the thefts was compara
tively small, but the constant repetition
of the crimes got on the town marshal's
nerves- He wanted to catch the burglars
and put an end to the troublesome com
plaints being registered by the railroad
officials.
This proved to be a case that could be
solved by observation and just a little
deduction. The agent employed at the
little "one man railroad depot" told the
marshal he had been lying in wait for
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the burglars, and on the occasion of the
last break-in, while concealed in the
darkened interior of the depot, had fired
at two men. He said the burglars were
inside, and when he began shooting at
them, they escaped through a small open
window, through which entrance had been
effected and had purposely been left open
by the two men as an avenue of escape.
A bullet hole in the top pane of the
window attested to partial confirmation
of his story.
Upon examination, however, we no
ticed the bullet had not penetrated the
lower window sash or glass- It was one

of those old-fashioned two-section verti
cal lift windows. Thus, it was a physi
cal impossibility for the station agent to
have fired as he claimed he did without
the bullet passing through the lower sec
tion of the window before it went through
the top section, if it had been raised, as
the agent reported, and left open by the
burglars as an avenue of escape.
"How did you manage to shoot through
that top window pane without hitting the
bottom pane, if the window was raised?"
we asked. The station agent was unable
to answer the question. A few moments
later we were listening to his pleas for
mercy, as he told us all about how he
had faked these burglaries and stolen the
money and goods from the company of
XKXZ=X>(X=X>®
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which he had long been a trusted em
ployee. I said he begged for mercy, and
that is no exaggeration, for when the
town marshal found out it was the agent
himself who had caused all the trouble
and brought a shadow of reflection upon
his efficiency, he was mad enough to
forget his oath of office for keeping the
peace.
Sometimes a confession can be gained
by means of a justifiable ruse- For ex
ample, we will briefly refer to an im
portant case that occurred a number of
years ago.
Forged bills of lading with sight drafts
attached purporting to cover shipments
of merchandise involving $25,000.00 were
sent through the United States mails.
The forgeries were traced to a ring com
prising a highly respected banker named
J. B. Thomas, who happened to be past
sixty years of age, Marion Rose, a rail
road passenger conductor, and Frank B.
Warner, a former convict who had served
time in the Iowa State Penitentiary. It
was an odd combination of criminal tal
ent. There was nothing stronger than a
"hunch" supported by circumstantial evi
dence against the banker. It was a case
in which we could not afford to make a
mis-step.
(Continued on Page 14)
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After tracing the ex-con"iet to a dis
tant city, we took the chance of having
him locked up in view of his past record,
and hoped he might he tricked into ex
posing his respected accomplices. It
would have been useless to interrogate
him in the usual manner. We knew he
was an old offender who possessed re
markable cunning. The subterfuge
adopted in this case was simple.
By exchanging telegrams with my de
partment at home, it was arranged for
a genuine Western Union telegram to
be sent to me which read as follows:
"NUMBER ONE WILL TELL EVERY
THING IF PROMISED IMMUNITY
SINCE YOU HAVE NUMBER THREE
IN CUSTODY AND WE ARE HOLD
ING NUMBER TWO.'1 When the tele
gram was shown to the ex-convict he
asked me to tell him who number one
and number two were. I mentioned the
name of the railroad conductor as being
number two. He studied the telegram at
some length. Finally he looked up with
a forced grin and said: "I told Rose
Grandpa would squawk." "Who do you
mean by Grandpa?" I asked. "You know
damned well it is old man Thomas!" was
Warner's reply.
I again mentioned the conductor, Rose,
in referring to him as number two. The
one-time convict said he guessed Rose
would talk too, and decided to beat them
both to it: and he did. The trials which
followed in United States Court in Kan
sas City, Missouri, are matters of record.
Two of the forgers were convicted. The
banker, after standing trial twice, won
an acquittal, but it virtually broke him
financially and he lost his standing as a
citizen in the community where he livedWe have mentioned these few instances
of procuring worthwhile evidence through
the ordinary process of alertness, and
will now pass to the matter of investi
gating and reporting crime.
In the investigation of major crimes, it
has been found essential to determine
certain facts, and in reporting such facts,
we have as a matter of ready conven

ience, arranged a chart enumerating
these essentials in chronological order.
They are:
I.
CASE (Character of crime)
VICTIM:
SUSPECTS:
LOCATION:
DATE:
OFFICERS:
II.
SUBJECT OF INVESTIGATION
(a)
Description of crime.
(b) 1. Description of scene.
2. Geographical location.
3. Sketch map of local surroundings
(exterior)
4. Floor plan (interior)
5. Conditions of weather.
6. The probable time of commission
of crime.
7- Time crime was discovered.
(c)
Description of the methods em
ployed by the criminal.
(d)
Probable motive.
(e)
Complete list of suspects and wit
nesses.
III.
EVIDENCE
(a)
Confessions.
(b)
Signed statements.
(c)
Supplemental reports by investi
gators.
(d)
List of exhibits.
(e)
Summary and opinion of investi
gator.
(f)
Action taken, arrests, etc.
NOTE: Supplemental reports are those
which describe the movements of the in
vestigator making same. They contain:
(a)
Names, addresses and proper de
scription of all persons inter
viewed. Description will show:
1. Age.
2. Sex.
3. Occupation.
4. Degree of intelligence.
5. Standing in the community.
6. Probability of prejudice in the
case under investigation.
This formula is not entirely original
and the outline just quoted embraces the
rudiments of a form used by the Old

A. S. BARBORO & CO.
Established 1877

Irish Constabulary, with certain addi
tions adopted from various American po
lice organizations.
It may be appropriate to say here that
all reports are of greater value when ac
companied by photographs taken at the
scene of major crimes immediately fol
lowing the commission. Photographs
should depict the most important ele
ments of the crime whether it be homi
cide, safe burglary or other crimes where
photography enables us to illustrate what
actually happened- In cases of forgery,
photostats are valuable in the compari
son of documents.
The subject assigned to me does not
include the highly technical ballistic and
photographic features of police tactics,
but in passing, if permissible, brief ref
erence will be made to the vital neces
sity of procuring body photos in all homi
cidal investigations. Nothing so im
presses a jury as the sometimes grue
some death wounds and the pathetic fea
tures of the too often forgotten deceased.
Whenever possible fatal woundsi should
be photographed at close range for
powder burns, etc., so that they may be
studied when necessary and displayed
when needed during process of trials.
We will not attempt to treat at length
upon the science of ballistics but atten
tion is respectfully called to the value
of this recently developed character of
evidence in both the apprehension and
prosecution of cases involving homicide
and other crimes of violence. It is
enough to say here that the bullets
should be extracted whenever possible
and marked for evidence. Shell cases
when obtainable should likewise be pre
served for the attention of the ballistic
expertsReference has been made to "warped
brains" and low mentality, and if from
this reference the impression has been
created that criminals are imbeciles, it
should be corrected. In numerous in
stances persons have been known to live
normal lives until they reach a mature
age and then suddenly develop a streak
of larceny, uncontrollable lust, homicidal
(Continued on Page 15)
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tendencies and all the other manias be
longing to the category of crime.
You have often heard someone men
tion the "ear marks'' of a criminal, but
experience teaches that this is only true
to a limited degree. We have, it is true,
a specimen of humanity upon which the
brand of criminal is hereditary, but this
is the ordinary thug or moron type, and
the so-called "ear marks" are rarely
visible upon the face of the more dan
gerous criminal—those who are capable
of planning swindles involving millions,
robberies in which the toll runs into the
thousands, and kidnappings for huge
ransom. These, the so-called "big shots"
or "brains" of the mob, wear no stamp,
unless it be the air of undue self impor
tance and a flash of over-prosperity.
In closing, let us note, with a degree
of justifiable pride that practically all of
these "big shots" and so-called "brains"
in the national field have vanished in the
last few years. Their vanishment kept
time with the march of progress of gov
ernmental development of scientific in
vestigation through the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.

Michigan Takes Forward Step

SPECIAL POLICE COURSE IS MADE
AVAILABLE AT MICHIGAN
STATE COLLEGE.
LTHOUGH it is little known to the
average citizen and to few peace
officers, during the year of 1935, Michi
gan took a progressive step which should
be of interest to right-minded people the
country over.
The State Crime Commission of Michi
gan, comprising a commendable group of
experts on crime control, made the rec
ommendation. Executives of the Michi
gan State Police and other authorities,
together with members of the faculty of
State College agreed upon the idea and
it was made a part of the special curricu
lum.
The entrance requirements bar all ex
cept young men of good character, intel
ligence and ambition. Thirty-nine stu
dents were enrolled in the first class.
Twenty-eight of this number were fresh
men in the State College; the other elev
en were drawn from sophomore and
junior classes and made up the roster
of young men who desired to take special
training for police careers.
In addition to regular college studies,
this group of young men will be given
special training in the sciences of finger
printing, photography, criminal psychol
ogy, fire-arms identification and ballistics,
public relations, criminal investigation,
legal medicine, explosions and fires, safe
ty and traffic regulations, military dis
cipline and organiaztion, uniform crime
reporting, first aid treatment and crimi-
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DeceaseD

E. E. BLOUNT,
State Fire Marshal of Mississippi
Another veteran and popular
member of the Tennessee & Mis
sissippi Sheriffs and Peace Officers
Association has answered the last
roll call. In the death of State
Fire Marshal Enos Earl Blount, we
have suffered the loss of one of the
most efficient and best-known offi
cers in the South. He died at his
home in McComb, Mississippi, Feb
ruary 11, 1936, from angina pec
toris.
At the age of 63, Mr. Blount was
still active until a few days before
his death. His career as an officer
of the law covered a span of over
thirty years. His record was with
out a blemish. Among his most
notable achievements was the cap
ture of the notorious Robert Percy
Lofton, slayer of Police Chief-elect
Earl Westbrook. Lofton was a fugi
tive for two years after the sensa
tional crime at McComb. During
the long and trying period, Mr.
Blount kept up a relentless search
for the killer and finally helped to
bring about Lofton's arrest in a
remote Province of Canada. He re
turned the fugitive to Mississippi
and Lofton finally paid the supreme
penalty for his crime.
At the time of his death, Mr.
Blount was serving his second term
as State Fire Marshal of Mississip
pi. Long before entering that of
fice, he had won the rating of one
of the best detectives in the coun
try. In their sad bereavement we
extend to his family our deepest
sympathy and we hope the splendid
record of this fearless and capable
officer will always shine as a
bright star in the heavenly firma
ment and that lasting memory of
his good work may solace them in
their hours of poignant grief.
15'

nal evidence. It is a wide field and one
in which there are vast possibilities for
accomplishment.
When these students receive their
"sheep skins" from State College, they
will be sent to the State Police Barracks
at East Lansing, Michigan, and taught
the practical side of the work. There,
under the tutorship of veteran law en
forcement officers, these graduates of the
police training school will be given actual
police experience. They will be allowed
to match wits with real criminals. The
opportunity will be given them to show
that they have mastered police science
and are qualified to exercise their train
ing in a practical manner. If one of the
boys who has acquired this ability fails
to display the physical courage that is
essential to success in dealing with the
vicious elements, he will be put on a
clerical job. If he shows aptness for the
rough and tumble life, he will become a
real asset to the constituted forces—for
this sort of work requires a rare mix
ture of brains and brawn . . . and the
other ingredient that is politely called
"nerve" and better known as "guts."
It seems that Michigan has taken a
real forward step. The sequence will be
watched with interest. Other states may
find it expedient to offer similar courses
and to give preference in police work to
the well-suited graduates. But we should
never consider putting these young col
lege graduates forward too rapidly, for
after all, it must be remembered the
backbone of American security and strict
law enforcement hinges upon the employ
ment of rugged, experienced peace offi
cers, many of whom were denied the
chance of a college education . . . but
men who have mastered the science of
human-psychology and possess the com
mon sense and native honesty that en
ables them to curb the depredations of
so-called "smart crooks" and "shrewd
criminals."
We may need a few college-trained
peace officers in our ranks, but it will be
a long time before we can dispense with
the services of "old-time sheriffs" and
"practical, every-day police officers" who
know the rudimentary principles of their
jobs and have the "guts" to tackle any
thing from a mammoth elephant to a
poison tarantula.
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By
Prank Buckalew and Chas. E- Nunnery
(Fire Marshal and Asst. Fire Marshal)
Arson Squad, City of Memphis.
As told to
Homer G. Wells.

Conceived in the Dark Caverns of
Criminal Minds, Sired by Greed
and Fraud, Fires of Illegitimate
Origin Devoured Over Four Hun
dred Houses Before the Diligent
Investigators Smashed the Noto
rious Memphis Arson Ring.
FRANK BUCKALEW
Fire Marshal
Memphis
f£T?IRE! Fire!" The shrill exclamaA tion always quickens the pulse
and sends the average person's imagina
tion off on a tangent that embraces vis
ionary scenes of billowing smoke and
glaring tongues of flame. It embroiders
fantastic mental pictures of roaring
trucks; a fleet of dashing red contrap
tions manned by blue-clad heroes who
flirt with death beside crumbling walls
or upon towering structures
Yes, FIRE!—in its exclamatory garb—
is naturally associated with danger, ex
citement and economic waste, but seldom
does the casual vision of a spectator
reach beyond the burning mass to seek
the cause and find the source from which
it sprang. To us—as guardians of safe
ty—there comes the duty of establishing
the "parentage" of every blaze that men
aces life and property within the City of
Memphis.
With fires as with human beings, the
majority of them originate in a manner
which is open and easily determined—
but some of them are of secret and surreptitous birth—and it is the latter class
of fires that we will deal with in this
fact narrative. Before we enter upon
the topic of a certain series of incendiary
fires, chosen to illustrate one of the dif
ficult investigations conducted by our
special branch, let us say for the benefit
of readers who may not have a clear con
ception of the Fire Marshal's duties that
our work combines the task of prevention
and apprehension. At all times, we are
Fire Prevention Engineers and Fire Haz
ard Inspectors—giving friendly but high
ly technical advice to property owners
and occupants* or, if needs be, drastically
enforcing the fire laws where fire hazards
persist—but much time must be given to

CHAS. E. NUNNERY
Deputy Fire Marshal
Memphis

investigation, apprehension and prosecu
tion of incendiarism.

I

N the latter field we have full police
authority and the job of catching
"fire-bugs" often requires special detec
tive skill. Any practical criminologist
will tell you that an arson riddle belongs
in the category of major crime mysteries.
There is an economic loss to someone
every time a building burns. Maybe in
surance firms are the losers; often the
owner must bear the whole loss- Human
life is too frequently included in the toll
taken by fires.
It is bad enough wh-n
the holocaust is unavoidable—too bad
when criminal agencies and devices of
the unscrupulous are responsible!
In seeking a solution to these crimes
against life and property, the Fire Mar
shal faces a handicap that usually multi
plies the odds against obtaining fresh
clues. Unlike a murderer who shoots
down his victim in the dark and flees—
leaving a bullet or knife that may point
to the killer's identity—the skulking crim
inal who touches a torch to combustible
material and runs before his nefarious
deed attracts attention—the "fire-bug"
makes sure that no one is in position to
witness his act—leaves little, ordinarily,
in the wake of a devastating fire. Because
a successful fire usually destroys all
evidence.
It is only when his purpose is thwarted
by alert firemen, or infrequently, when
some unexpected element enters into the
case that we have the advantage of undestroyed fingerprints;
cans of volatile
oils that may be traced; rags or other
inflammable materials that can be recog
nized; fixtures, furniture or other loot
taken by the culprit from the premises
he expected to burn; excessive fire insur
ance, on which to launch our search for
the culprit. That is why a lone fire-bug
or an arson ring may escape detection
10

on the first, second, third or even hun
dredth job. In the end, of course, we will
get them—but sometimes their luck holds
out until their depredations reach an
alarming total.

N

OW, take for example the Collier
gang:
It was early in 1920, when A. B. Car
penter was Fire Marshal for the City of
Memphis, that John J .Collier and his
brother, Fred Collier, moved to Memphis
from a nearby section of Mississippi.
John was a bricklayer. Fred was a car
penter and office man. They were both
highly energetic and resourceful.
At first, they lived the quiet unosten
tatious lives that thousands of newcomers
to this growing city have lived. For
about a year, their circle of acquaintances
was limited to a small circle of surburban neighbors and tradespeople. They
were simply pursuing their respective vo
cations as wage-earners . . . and unob
trusively watching for the opportunity to
try out certain "business ideas" with
which they had long been endowed, or
had lately become embued.
At any rate, it was almost a year after
they had each established themselves in
the community, slowly building a reputa
tion as honest, industrious workmen—a
requisite for any ambitious young man—
that they made their first business ven
ture. Maybe, for all we can prove, this
venture in the beginning was based upon
honorable intentions. Circumstances and
unsurmountable obstacles have been
known to change the course of greater
men than these, so at the onset we will
concede the lack of irrefutable proof of
fraudulent intent on their part.
(Continued on Page 17)

E both took part in the long inves
tigation that followed the first
suspicion against the Collier brothers.
(Frank Buckalew, the present Fire Mar
shal, being at that time with the Tennes
see Department of Labor, assigned to fac
tory inspection and fire prevention work;
Chas. E. Nunnery, then as now, Deputy
Fire Marshal, at that time working under
direction of Mr. A. B. Carpenter). We
each spent many tedious hours searching
for a clue that would support the mere
"surmise' we all had that everything
wasn't just exactly on the up-and-up in
the series of fires that began to trail the
trowels and hammers of these young
builders.
First, our attention was drawn to the
strange circumstances surrounding a fire
which destroyed a small unoccupied resi
dence out at 1591 Victor Street. That
house had been built by John and Fred
Collier, during the latter part of 1921,
and it burned to the ground early in
1922. The brothers had obtained backing
from local finance concerns and lumber
companies to build the house. It was in
sured, the reports showed, for about
?3,000.00, which sum of money would
nearly cover nominal cost of such a
building.
Fire fighters who made the call re
ported that an odor of kerosene was no
ticeable when they reached the burning
house. There was also some indication
of the flooring being removed, giving
rise to the conjecture that valuable ma
terial might have been taken out and
the house saturated with coal oil—an old
way of selling only part of a house to
the insurance companies for the price of
a whole house!

Naturally, we knew that the fire re
sulted from gross carelessness on the
part of some unknown trespasser who
might have gone into the vacant house to
sleep, as tramps often do, or . . . from
a deliberate application of the torch by
an enemy of the owners, a lunatic, or
someone who stood to reap financial gain
through the insurance. This left a rather
broad field for us to cover. We were
pretty well agreed in official circles that
the "accidental start of the fire by a
trespasser"; the idea of a vengeful enemy
being satisfied to burn a vacant house
for mere spite"; the likelihood of a pyromaniac being at large in this quiet su
burban settlement seemed equally re
mote.
In plain words, the entire staff of city
and state investigators felt that there
was a more plausible excuse to suspect
the Collier brothers of burning the little
house they had built—and insured—on
Victory Street- But suspecting someone
of a thing like that is one thing . . .
proving it is quite another! We didn't
have any tangible evidence with which to
confront the men whom we suspicioned.
All that was left for us to do after talk
ing to them along civil lines (without
gaining anything in the way of evidence
against them) was simply to "watch and
wait."

T
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HISPERS of this kind set us upon
a quiet investigation of the own
ers- We found little enough to back an
arson theory, aside from the fact that
kerosene seemed to have been used, part
of the flooring probably stripped out—
but nothing whatever in the past record
of the owners that would brand them as
crooks.

HAT period of watchful waiting
lasted from 1922 to 1927—five
years! But it was not a spell of idle
ness for the men working in secrecy to
solve the mystery of that first fire
in
volving property held by the Colliers.
There were many times of intense action,
matching of wit . . . with suspects seem
ing to get all the "breaks."
"Chief," we told Fire Marshal Carpen
ter, "these fellows always seem to be
just one jump ahead of us."
This was said several months after we
had been assigned to the case, working
from our divergent posts of duty, striv
ing through united effort to gather evi
dence that would break up the arson ring
that we had watched spread its poison
tentacles like a growing octopus.
"That's always the way of a fire-bug,"
the Fire Marshal replied, "because they

have a natural advantage from the start.
It is only when they slip up in the race
that we can overtake them. They'll slip,
sooner or later, and then we'll land
them."

P

IECEi-MEAL, bit-by-bit, we picked up
threads of information and wove a
pattern of the operations of the men
whom we were trailing month after
month. It was learned through guarded
inquiry that these men persuaded a
reputable citizen in the Normal-Buntyn
section to open a new sub-division,
wherein they purchased ten lots at the
beginning. These lots—situated in what
was then outlying territory—were pur
chased by the Colliers for about $600.00
each, with the down-payment being made
by a mortgage firm that was given assur
ance that houses were to be erected on
the property to enhance its value.
The fellows showed a streak of genius
in securing deeds and control of the
property with no investment of their own
funds. This was done through a rather
elaborate plan. They knew that local
lumber firms would sign a builders' bond
for them in order to cinch the sale of
building materials for the new houses.
Thus, they acquired the real estate by
inducing the mortgage company to put
up money for the lots upon which build
ings were pledged. Then they got the
backing of the lumber companies who
saw an opportunity to make large sales
by merely signing the customary builderbonds. With these advance steps, they
next proceeded to obtain loans of the
approximate cost-price of each house,
thereby obtaining cash with which to pay
for the materials that went into their
construction projects.
"We can do the work ourselves, for
one of us is a bricklayer and the other a
carpenter," was their plausible story to
the people from whom they borrowed on
an average of $3,000.00 per house.

T

HEY would produce cost figures to
show that the sums borrowed would
just about pay for everything except the
labor. But, actually, they were clever
(Continued on Page 18)
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enough to leave a margin of three or
four hundred dollars for themselves, so
cheaply did they construct their housesThe first sizable project they handled
—the ten lots in the new sub-division—
were actually sold during a boom that
happened to strike simultaneously with
their early expansion. They realized a
profit on their investment—and did not
have to depend upon fire insurance poli
cies for their earnings!
Now that they had started with no
capital of their own, built ten houses,
sold them and paid their bills—making
a clear profit of a few hundred dollars
on each transaction—the brothers were
beginning to establish themselves as legi
timate and successful contractors. It was
working out differently to what we had
expected, for with the poignant memory
of that fire on Victory Street, we had
kept a secret vigil over their movements
—anticipating a great conflagration to
wipe out their holdings.
Next they obtained options on about
fifty lots in the same locality. The usual
procedure was followed and then from
early morning until dusk there was the
droning of handsaws and the pounding of
hammers- Houses sprang up like mush
rooms. (Some of them were almost as
fragile as this quick-growing plant that
has neither stem nor root- And every

house they built was "plastered" with
insurance!
Fires followed.

S

OMEBODY apparently had an awful
grudge against these enterprising
workmen. One after another of their
houses went up in smoke by the time
they were finished and before they were
sold. Most of the fires occurred at night,
and there was never any reasonable exAttorney General Homer Cummings, in a frank comment on the
Supreme Court: "It's a good thing
crime isn't popular, or we should
probably find the Supreme Court
invalidating the federal crime laws,
such as the Lindbergh kidnaping
act."

planation to offset the belief that an un
known hand had deliberately set them
ablazeAlways, they had previously passed in
spection. That is to say, the appraisers
had looked them over and found that they
contained all the usual appliances of a
complete home, such as plumbing and
electrical fixtures.
These fires were not, of course, a daily
occurence. They were scattered out over
a period of five years, taking on their
wholesale aspect shortly after the fifty-

lot project got under way. For some
inexplicable reason, notwithstanding the
stupendous loss to insurance firms, John
and Fred Collier still managed to secure
insurance on their new buildings. Every
now and then, another fire would wipe
out one of their buildings. We would
rush to the scene, hoping to find there a
clue that would bring our tiresome quest
to an end—and many times we layed in
wait, night after night, trying to lay
hands on the fire-bug in action.
Despite the cautious manner in which
we moved, the care with which we chose
places of vantage in maintaining our
long night vigils, luck always seemed to
favor the torch-men. On many occasions,
our men were so carefully secreted in the
vicinity of houses that we expected to be
burned, slipping in after the fall of night,
that their presence could not have been
known to the culprits—but nothing ever
happened. Some peculiar instinct seemed
to warn our quarry when danger was nigh
for them. Then when none of our opera
tives Were on still-watch . . . there
would be another fire!
This game of hide-and-seek lasted
month after month.

O

UR efforts were not entirely barren
of results, for we were gradually
adding to our store of information and
constantly getting a little closer to a
(Continued on Page 19)

Milk ..Properly Produced and

PROPERLY PASTEURIZED'
U. S. Public Health Service
phis—87.5% of all Milk sold in Ameri
can cities—is PASTEURIZED. Fol
low the lead of the intelligent majori
ties, and the outstanding health autho
rities of the nation—Safeguard your
family's health with PASTEURIZED
MILK.
Memphis Dairy Council.

In plain and positive language, the
U. S. Health Service goes on record,
officially, as advocating Pasteurized
Milk as the only safe milk. You owe
it to the health protection of your
family to insist upon PASTEURIZED
MILK. 75.8% of all Milk sold in Mem-
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solution of the puzzle. It takes strong
evidence to stand up in court, and that
was what we were waiting for.
Evidence of previous vandalism was
found at the scene of numerous Collierowned house fires. In some instances the
fire-fighters reported floors, doors and
windows missing. Notwithstanding the
fact that the property at that time was
outside the city limits, the Memphis Fire
Department responded to the alarm and
fought valiantly to check each blaze and
prevent the destructive flames
from
spreading.
Investigations conducted by the Fire
Marshal's office—with the State and City
forces working in close co-operation—re
vealed that the plumbing often had been
sham. Pipes led from the houses to the
ground, and the outlets and water mains
had never been tapped. This was highly
significant, for it indicated that the build
ers never intended for these modern con
veniences to be used. To us, it was ob
vious that the whole thing had been noth
ing more than a "set-up" for the inspec
tors to look at and approve, so that there
would be no obstacle in the way of col
lecting insurance on the buildings after
they were burned.

Y

ET, convincing as was this circum
stantial evidence of fraud, we could
not clap a pair of handcuffs on the wrist
of any individual and say: "We've got
the goods on you now! You are the man
who sprinkled the kerosene and applied
the .match!'' And that, in substance, is
the irrefutable evidence that must be ob
tained before it is logical to arrest any
man and charge him with the felonious
crime of arison.
All the time that we were being kept
on the jump in search of tangible evi
dence of the guilt of those whom we so
strongly suspected, innocent persons were
feeling the pangs of a complicated finan
cial illness. The ramifications of the ar
son ring were growing to enormous pro
portions.
Values had begun to shrink- Second
mortgages were proving worthless on the
properties, and those who had backed the
Collier expansion awoke to the fact that
they were holding a huge batch of "frozen
assets" which the hot fires of suspected
incendiary origin had failed to "thaw
out." One of the lumber companies had
extended so much credit without collat
eral that they went broke—bankrupted
because the insurance companies had be
gun to turn thumbs down on the claims
for materials furnished as fodder for the
greedy flames!
A prominent official of one of the
mortgage companies committed suicide!

H

IS firm had unwisely invested a
great deal of good money in a big
of worthless second-mortgages

bunch
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that had looked sound enough until the
denouement came. It was undoubtedly
true that his rash act was indirectly—if
not wholly—due to the staggering blow
delivered him by the bursting bubble of
the Collier scheme.
It was estimated that the financial in
stitution whose president committed sui
cide held about one hundred second-mort
gages, each of which represented a loan
®7X5<3>0C<O00<^>00<ZX0<3>00<
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Compliments of

A. R. TAYLOR CO
STATIONERS
20 South Second Street
Memphis, Tennessee

Best Wishes

YOU CANT AFFORD TO NEGLECT PAYING ANNUAL DUES

of approximately $600.00 with no valid
security when the climax came. The
mortgage company had no grounds for
criminal charges against their debtors, so
the two central figures in the gigantic
crash merely shrugged their shoulders
and became quiescent for a few months
until the scandal ran its course.
Our secret surveillance of the r
continued with the hope that they would
one day make the inevitable blunder that
would land them in the clutches of the
law. Although the total number of fires
of suspected incendiary origin closely
linked with their operations had sur
passed four hundred within five years,
we were not ready to admit that thby
could always outwit us. We knew that
the only way they could have profited by
the collection of insurance money that
was promptly passed on to their inno
cent backers—the honest mortgage hold
ers—was through the medium of "chisel
ing" on the price figured for materials
and labor that went into the construction
(Continued on Page 21)
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projects. But that filching of two or
three hundred dollars by juggling cost
figures on every house they built made
it a profitable racket—a lure that would
surely draw them back into the game.

BEST WISHES

A

Manufacturing

UTUMN breezes in 1927 fanned the
smouldering energy that had lain
dormant in the breasts of John and Fred.
They formed a clandestine partnership
with T. E. Rhodes, a man who was also
a builder and small property owner. The
trio set about to build some new houses,
under the ostensible ownership of Mr.
Rhodes—whose record was clear of sus
picion—with the two "silent partners''
posing as Rhodes' employees.
Operatives assigned to shadow the Col
liers learned that they were making a
certain house on South Willet Street their
rendezvous. It was one of those pre-repeal home-brew joints. A woman oper
ated it. Several neat bungalows were
under construction on that street, three
of which were the property of T. E.
Rhodes.
"There will surely be some fires on
Willett Street about the time those
houses are finished, or I miss my guess,"
said Deputy Fire Marshal Leonard H.
Harber.
"Yes, and if we could fix ourselves
solid with Madam X out there, we ought
to get some inside dope," Charles Nun
nery ejaculated.
"Suppose you try to get acquainted
with the woman," suggested Mr. Carpen
ter. "Since we know those fellows are
frequenting her place, it ought to be a
good contact."
It wasn't many days after that con
versation took place until two of the in
vestigators were standing ace-high with
our "Madam X" on Willett Street. De
spite the fact that her business of selling
home-brew was within itself illegal, cul
tivation of her acquaintance led to the
conclusion that she could be made a
trustworthy ally in our war against the
arson ring.
We never had cause to regret that
decision.

McFadden & Oates

Company

100 South Front Street

MEMPHIS, TENN.
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Compliments of
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Shannon Brothers
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Overlooking Mississippi River and Jefferson
Davis Park.
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MOTOR FREIGHT SERVICE

Compliments of

22 Hours to Chicago, 18 Hours to Oklahoma City

Goodwyn Crockery

Overnight to St. Louis and Little Rock
Fast, Dependable Freight Service
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Chicago and Memphis
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ft ]\/TADAM X," as we prefer to call
1V1. her, pledged her whole-hearted
assistance in trapping the men whom we
had so long suspected of playing a hell
ish, cowardly game. Her role, as we
planned and rehearsed it, gave her a
leading part in playing the convivial
hostess to Rhodes and the two Colliers.
It wasn't long after we began culti
vating "Madam X's" acquaintance until
the firebugs staged another home-brew
party in her home. They drank and
talked—and as the amber fluid flowed
freely, tongues wagged indiscreetly. The
attentive hostess picked up snatches of a

plot they were hatching to burn one of
Rhodes' new houses on Willett Street!
True to her promise, the woman tipped
us off- But the tip was almost too late
in reaching us. The plans she had over
heard were designed for quick execution.
The men weren't talking about something
that was going to happen in a week or
so in the future—they were discussing
the things that were to take place that
very night!

O

UR secret informant didn't dare to
telephone us while the criminals
were under her roof, lest they overhear
her. Neither could she afford to absent
herself to go to another 'phone, for she
knew they might be cunning enough tu
It is almost "Springtime in
Dixie"—and before you get a touch
of that old lazy "spring fever," why
not send a two-dollar remittance to
Treasurer James E. Harris, care of
Tennessee Penitentiary, Nashville?
That will pay your annual dues for
1936!
later suspect her. All she could do was
to wait for them to start on their das
tardly mission, then seize the first oppor
tunity to notify us that the long-awaited
moment had arrived.
Quick action followed our hot tip.
Two automobiles were soon speeding
toward the intersection of South Parkway
and Willett Street. We were bent upon
catching the fire-bug red-handed. The
official party hastily mustered together
comprised three men from the Fire Mar
shal's office and two men from the Shel
by County Sheri:'s Office. We had the
lay-of-the-land, and hoped to get on the

ground in time to witness the blaze being
lighted—but this proved a vain hope.
Before we could cover the intervening
distance and hide our cars a little ways
from the scene, a detonation rent the air.
It was the explosion, we later learned,
of a five-gallon can filled with gasoline.
The full can had been purposely placed
where it would ignite ar.d scatter as the
flames from other gasoline sprinkled over
the room reached it. That, as the crimi
nals had calculated, would give the fire
a headway to insure its rapid spreading
and complete destruction of the pretty
new house.

A

S a red glare shot upward and the
crackling roar of the flames became
strong" enough to attract attention of
nearby residents, an automobile contain
ing three men dashed away from the
burning building at 1508 South Willett
Street. The date was October 19, 1927.
The hour was 11:40 p. m.
The car ran without headlights a short
distance, then two points of light glared
up as it reached the intersection. Almost
by the time the fleeing auto turned east
on the Parkway, wailing sirens in the
distance announced the approach of firefighting apparatus. The trio in the big
black sedan meant to be gone when the
fire-fighters arrived, and they knew that
it would be a mere matter of minutes
until the city firemen would be battling
those flames that were meant to bring a
cash settlement to the owner for the loss
of his building—but the thing that fleeing
trio didn't know at that moment was that
two other machines, manned by men
(Continued on Page 22)
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equally as grim and determined as them
selves, were hot in pursuit!
Just how far that speeding automobile
traveled before its occupants became
aware that it was being followed isn't
known, but somewhere in the course of
that flight
from a crime, the guilty
wretches evidently realized that another
car was keeping the fast pace and mak
ing the same 'bizarre turns. They in
creased their speed. We managed to let
them think they had eluded us
. but
continued to keep them in sight.

F

INALLY they halted in front of a
little home on Givens Avenue, in the
vicinity of the National Cemetery, ap
proximately ten or twelve miles from the
scene of the burning building. Before
the third man had time to alight from
the car, they were surrounded by our
party of five officers. The jig was up-but John Collier didn't think so until
after he was disarmed of the .38 special
revolver he carried and was given no
chance to use, so quickly did we cover
him.
The three trailed from the scene of the
incendiary fire gave their names as John
Collier, T. E. Rhodes and James R. Ken
ton- The first two mentioned were well
known to us and they required no formal
introduction. But the latter—Kenton—
was a stranger. It was subsequently
learned that he hailed from Arkansas,
and that he was an ex-convict with a
long criminal record. The notorious "Bob'
Kenton, who had served in the Arkansas
penitentiary for various and sundry
crimes, among which was one "murder
rap," just happened to be "visiting'' T.
E. Rhodes that night. We were never
able to establish his previous connection
with the arson ring. It ds worth remem
bering, however, that a man of his ilk
was along when Rhodes and John Collier
fired that house on Willett Street.

N

EXT day, we arrested Ira Huddleston, a tool of the Collier-Rhodes
syndicate, and he later turned States Evi
dence against the leaders of the arson
gang and was never indicted. Warrants
for other crimes of Fred Collier, an al
leged member of the gang, were issued
and he was later taken into custody.
Fred Collier made bond on those charges
shortly after his arrest and when the
cases came to trial he was gone- The
charges against him are still pending,
and maybe some day he will have to
stand trial.
T. E. Rhodes and John Collier were
both convicted in Division One of the
First Criminal Court and they were each
sentenced to serve from 5 to 21 years in
the Tennessee Penitentiary. They ap
pealed to the Supreme Court, but their

convictions were upheld and they likewise
failed to win Executive clemency at the
hands of the Governor of TennesseeOur office entertains a hope, notwith
standing the passing of years ,to yet ap
prehend Fred Collier and his other
brother, Jack, against whom the damn
ing evidence still holds good- Perhaps
some member of the Tennessee and Mis
sissippi Sheriffs and Peace Officers Asso
ciation may know the whereabouts of
one or the other or possibly both of these
men, in which event, a letter containing
the information will be appreciated by
either of the co-authors—'Frank Ruckalew, Fire Marshal, or Charles Nunnery,
Assistant Fire Marshal, Memphis, Ten
nessee.

The Problem of Alien Criminals

"I WONDER"
? ? ?
I wonder what the Lord will do
For those whose dreams have not come
true,
Who never knew a victor's crown
Or bore a name of high renown.
I wonder what the Lord will say
To those who struggled day by day,
To those whose every wish and thought
Have somehow always come to naught.
I wonder if there's no more pain
For wounded men who fought again,
Who tried and failed, yet ever tried,
Who lived and dreamed, and dreaming—
died.
—Kenneth Graham Duffield.

•
You will find much to enjoy at
our Soring Convention in
MEMPHIS—APRIL 29-30
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A SHORT, SHORT
STORY
Behind the gray walls of the
Tennessee State Prison at Nash
ville, there is a man wearing a
worried expression on his face. He
is not worried about all the mur
derers and thieves that surround
his office- He is worried about the
good men on the outside who are
neglecting to keep the death bene
fits to be derived from the Tennes
see and Mississippi Sheriffs and
Peace Officers Association in force
for their families. He is worried
about the brave officers of the law
in three states failing to realize
the importance of paying the small
annual dues that are so vital to the
Association. The man is James E.
Harris. He holds a man's size job
in supervising the Bureau of Rec
ords at Tennessee Penitentiary—
but he takes time to wonder why
he don't hear from you—and you
can help rub that worried expres
sion from the otherwise smiling
face of good old Jim if you will
send a check or money order to
cover that measly two-buck pay
ment you've been forgetting to
make since the first of the year!

HON. CLIFFORD DAVIS
"WELCOME TO MEMPHIS!" This is
the cordial invitation extended all sher
iffs, deputy sheriffs, police officers, con
stables and other law enforcement agents
in Tennessee, Mississippi and Kentucky
by our popular friend, Honorable Clif
ford Davis, Commissioner of Fire and
Police, where the Spring Convention will
be held April 29th and 30th, 1936.
S u p p o s e you were to get
"knocked off" tonight? Wouldn't
you hate to think you weren't in
good standing with the Associa
tion? Well, your family probably
would regret, too, that you had
been careless in paying the small
annual dues that are necessary to
keep the organization going! After
all, it just takes a couple of dollars
and a minute's time to fix things
up for the year of 1936—and there
is no better time than RIGHT
NOW to send your remittance to
James E. Harris, treasurer, care of
Tennessee State Prison, Nashville,
Tennessee.
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N ALIEN who steals a toy for his
child may be deported. His crime
involves moral turpitude, under the law.
An alien convicted of carrying a ma
chine gun with intent to kill others can
not be deported. Moral turpitude, says
the law, is not involved in his case.
This is one of the strange quirks of
existing deportation laws that the Labor
Department is trying to correct. It has
just sent Congress a report by D. W.
MacCormack, Commissioner of Immigra
tion and Naturalization, reviewing the
situation and urging passage of the Kerr
bill designed to improve itHere are other provisions of existing
law which favor the criminal alien:
While those convicted under federal law
of trafficking in narcotics are deportable,
those convicted under state law are not,
although the offense is identical.
Aliens who are smuggled into this
country are deportable. Aliens who
smuggled them in are not.

-

RIMINAL ALIENS who have had as
many as thirty separate convictions,
others who have spent half their time in
this country in prison, aliens guilty of the
most serious crimes including homicide,
rape, kidnaping, grand larceny, counter
feiting and debauching the morals of
minors cannot, in many cases, be de
ported. This is because the present de
portation law requires conviction of a
crime involving moral turpitude, pun
ished by imprisonment of one year or
more within five years of the alien's en
try into this country, or two such convic
tions and sentences since May 1, 1917.
"These limitations have permitted
many of the most dangerous alien crimi
nals to escape," says Mr. MacCormack.
It is also possible for them to escape de
portation by pleading guilty to a lesser
offense. Or their cases are nol prossed.
Or they are released on bail which they
can then jump. Or they are given a sus
pended sentence or a sentence just under
the year required for deportation.
The Kerr bill would provide that any
alien convicted of one crime involving
moral turpitude, whether or not sentenced
to imprisonment, shall be subject to de
portation.

M

R. MacCormack estimates that
there are 20,000 alien criminals
not now subject to deportation.
Under previous administrations, no ef
fort was made to search out criminal
aliens for deportation as distinguished
from unoffending aliens, Mr. MacCormack

said. "Only 8 1-3 per cent of all depor
tations were those of criminals," he
added. "The non-criminal was treated
with a severity unparalleled in the his
tory of American law enforcement."
The proposed changes in the law would
include giving officials a discretionary
power with regard to all aliens except
those convicted of narcotic violationsNot even the President now has power
to avert the deportation of a non-crimi
nal alien.

NOTICE:
FINGERPRINT CAMERA FOR SALE
AT A BARGAIN PRICE.
THE PEACE OFFICER is in receipt
of a letter from Mrs. Charles E. Millwee,
daughter of our deceased comrade,
Michael J. Cross, former Superintendent
of the Bureau of Identification, Knoxville Police Department, telling us that
Mr. Cross—who was a member of the
Association—'had bought a new finger
print camera a short time before his
death, which the family now desires to
sell at a reasonable price- The letter
says that the camera is as good as new.
Perhaps some member of the Tennessee
and Mississippi Sheriffs and Peaee Offi
cers' Association, or a non-member
reader of this magazine, may have need
for such equipment. If so, we may be
able to render a double service by pass
ing this information along.
If you are thinking of buying a finger
print camera—and every active officer
of the law occasionally needs one—We
suggest that you communicate directly
with Mrs. Charles E. Millwee, whose ad
dress is given as P. O- Box 2387, Knoxville, Tennessee. This notice is being
published as a courtesy which we are
pleased to extend to the family of a
deceased member and we trust that it
may be the means of helping to find a
purchaser for the fingerprint camera.

Boy, oh boy! Those spiffy new cards
that bear the signature of President
Frank Fitzpatrick and Secretary Wm. T.
Griffin sure look swell. You, brother
officer, can get one of these new 1936
model cards for only two dollars ($2.00)
from Mr. James E. Harris, your treas
urer, whose address is NASHVILLE,
TENNESSEE, care Tennessee Peniten
tiary.

Elective Officers
for Year 1936
VICE PRESIDENT FOR KENTUCKY
W. E. BRYANT,
CHIEF OF POLICE,
PADUCAH, KY.
FOR TENNESSEE (EAST)
SOT. J. A. LUNSFORD,
KNOXVILLE. TENN.
(MIDDLE)
WARDEN A. W. NEELY,
NASHVILLE, TENN.
(WEST)
DAMON HEADDEN,
TIPTONVILLE, TENN.

(CENTRAL)
T. D. HARBOUR,
CHIEF OF DETECTIVES.
MERIDIAN, MISS.
(SOUTHERN)

STANDING COMMITTEES
PISTOL RULES
C. B. GARIBALDI, CHAIRMAN,
MEMPHIS, TENN.
JESSE WALL, VICE CHAIRMAN
JACKSON, MISS.
1, SECRETARY,
MEMPHIS, TENN.
AND BY-LAWS
FRANK FITZPATRICK, CHAIRMAN,
NASHVILLE, TENN.
W. T. GRIFFIN, VICE CHAIRMAN,
MEMPHIS, TENN.
F. P. MCDONALD, SECRETARY,
MEMPHIS, TENN.
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE
ON APPLICATIONS
C. B. GARIBALDI, CHAIRMAN
W. T. GRIFFIN, VICE CHAIRMAN
F. p. MCDONALD, SECRETARY,
I, TENN.
PRINTING COMMITTEE
F. FITZPATRICK, CHAIRMAN
J. E. HARRIS
L. A. BAUMAN
PRESS AND COMPLIMENTS
W. T. GRIFFIN
CHAS. B. GARIBALDI
HOMER G. RR" ~
J. E. HARRIS
MAX M. NEMETZ
BURNEY WILLIAMS
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES
FOR MISSISSIPPI
SAM R. COLEMAN, CHAIRMAN,
GREENWOOD, MISS.
JESSE WALL, VICE CHAIRMAN,
JACKSON, MISS.
SHERIFF O. L. MEADOR,
GULFPORT, MISS.
FOR TENNESSEE
L. A. BAUMAN, CHAIRMAN,
NASHVILLE, TENN.
FRANK FITZPATRICK, V.-CHM.
NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. J. BURNS, SHERIFF,
CHATTANOOGA, TENN.
A. S. STEADMAN, SHERIFF,
JACKSON, TENN.
JUDGE C. E. GILBERT,
NASHVILLE, TENN.
WM. E. STEGER, SECRETARY,
NASHVILLE, TENN.
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Cash Prizes in Pistol Contest-Spring Convention-Memphis, Apr. 29-30
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John J. Fox was formerly General Manager of the
The Fox-Pelletier International Detective Agency, Inc.,
Bureau of Memphis, Tenn., an organiza
ia an organization chartered by law, and operated under Efficiency Service
to civil, commercial and industrial investiga
one General Management. Its executives are men trained tion devoted
assisted in the organization and is one of the
in criminal, civil, industrial and commercial investigation. tion,
Agency's stockholders and principals.
Honorable Joseph B. Burney, Chairman of the_ Board
Superintendents and subordinates, both male and fe
of Directors retired Chief of the Memphis Police Depart- male, comprise the very best talent obtainable, and possess
Patrolman,
ment, spent'thirty years con«nuous#servi_ce
intelligence, tact and refinement.
c, Chief of Detectives, Inspector
Sergeant, Captain of P
i years of service, which termiThe Agency has 148 associate offices in the United
of Police, and his last
Chief
of
Police.
States and eight in foreign countries. Its European repre
nated January 1, 1928,
sentatives have been investigated by the Department of
George L. Pelleti" ..as, until January 1, 1928, a DeUnited States Government, and are the very
Lieutenant with the Memphis Police Department,
e resigned to become a stockholder and principal. best.
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cy
rBA
of motor equip
and an adequate fleet
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